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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the recent trip by Bulgarian Prime
Minister Sergei Stanishev to India to
highlight the growing relationship be-
tween these two democracies. As co-
chair of both the Bulgaria Caucus and
the Caucus on India and Indian Ameri-
cans, I am encouraged by this good
news.

This visit marks a continuation of
the economic relationship both nations
have fostered by expanding their trade
and investment opportunities. America
will be a key ally of Bulgaria and India
in providing growth for their partner-
ship.

As a member of NATO and the Euro-
pean Union, Bulgaria is a friend of the
United States. We are in a unique posi-
tion to strengthen their relationship
with our allies throughout the world.
Additionally, India remains one of our
strategic partners in Asia under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. I am pleased that
the United States and India are final-
izing the civilian nuclear agreement
that will expand the use of a clean en-
ergy source for India and fulfill our
nonproliferation efforts.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

———

IRAQ

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, dur-
ing the course of the war in Iraq, the
American people have paid a very
heavy price, not just financially, al-
though the war has already cost over
400 billion taxpayer dollars, but also
through the tragic loss of at least 3,775
American lives, with countless more
injured. And under the President’s plan
to continue our failed policy in Iraq,
these immense sacrifices will continue.

According to General Petraeus, if we
go forward with this war as the Presi-
dent wants us to, on average, two U.S.
men and women will die every day; an-
other 15 will be wounded each day; and
we will spend $300 million each and
every day we are there.

It seems that these massive losses do
not register with some of my Repub-
lican colleagues who continue to sup-
port an open-ended commitment in
Iraqg. In fact, Republican Leader
BOEHNER even said recently, when
asked how much longer we should stay
in Iraq, that the sacrifice being made
will be a small price. I don’t think so.

———
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HONORING FRANK BECKMANN

(Mr. McCOTTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McCOTTER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise to honor Frank Beckmann upon
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the 3bth anniversary of his distin-
guished broadcasting career at WJR,
the great voice of the Great Lakes.

Since 1972, Frank Beckmann has
steadily risen through the station’s
ranks until today he stands as a be-
loved, in most quarters, Detroit radio
personality. Frank’s iconic status was
cemented in February of 2003 when the
“Frank Beckmann Show” debuted.
Over the ensuing years, Frank’s com-
mitment to providing fair and candid
news has earned him a legion of fans
and countless awards, which he, no
doubt, is at the present time trying to
count regardless.

Madam Speaker, over the years,
Frank has enlightened and entertained
radio audiences with his laid back
humor, his probing interviews and his
male pattern baldness.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Frank Beckmann’s loyalty to
his listeners, dedication to the truth,
and enduring contribution to broad-
casting, our community, and our coun-
try.

———————

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Science and Technology:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 19, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This letter is to ad-
vise you that, effective today, I am resigning
my seat on the House Committee on Science
and Technology.

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL M. HONDA,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2881, FAA REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT OF 2007

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 664 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 664

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2881) to amend
title 49, United States Code, to authorize ap-
propriations for the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration for fiscal years 2008 through 2011, to
improve aviation safety and capacity, to pro-
vide stable funding for the national aviation
system, and for other purposes. The first
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with.
All points of order against consideration of
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the bill are waived except those arising
under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and the
amendments considered as adopted by this
resolution and shall not exceed one hour
equally divided and controlled by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. After general debate the bill shall
be considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. In lieu of the amendment in the
nature of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure now printed in the bill, the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute printed in
part A of the report of the Committee on
Rules accompanying this resolution, modi-
fied by the amendment printed in part B of
such report, shall be considered as adopted in
the House and in the Committee of the
Whole. The bill, as amended, shall be consid-
ered as the original bill for the purpose of
further amendment under the five-minute
rule and shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill,
as amended, are waived. Notwithstanding
clause 11 of rule XVIII, no further amend-
ment to the bill, as amended, shall be in
order except those printed in part C of the
report of the Committee on Rules. Each such
amendment may be offered only in the order
printed in the report, may be offered only by
a Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. All points of order
against such amendments are waived except
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI.
At the conclusion of consideration of the bill
for amendment the Committee shall rise and
report the bill, as amended, to the House
with such further amendments as may have
been adopted. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House
of H.R. 2881 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous
question, the Chair may postpone further
consideration of the bill to a time designated
by the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Vermont is recognized for
1 hour.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, for the purpose of debate
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes
to the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART).

All time yielded during consideration
of the rule is for debate only, and I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous materials into the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Vermont?

There was no objection.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, H. Res. 664 provides
for consideration of H.R. 2881, the FAA
Reauthorization Act of 2007, under a
structured rule. The resolution pro-
vides 1 hour of debate, equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and
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ranking minority member of the
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee. The rule makes four
Democratic amendments and four Re-
publican amendments in order.

H.R. 2881 is a very important piece of
legislation last updated in 2003. We are
here today to make very critical rein-
vestments in aviation. And I want to
thank, on behalf of the Rules Com-
mittee, the excellent work of Chairman
OBERSTAR, the excellent work of sub-
committee Chair COSTELLO and Rank-
ing Member PETRI.

This bill authorizes $37.2 billion for
Federal Aviation Administration oper-
ations, $13 billion for FAA facilities
and equipment, $15.8 billion for the Air-
port Improvement Program, and $1.8
billion for research and engineering de-
velopment. The $13 billion provided for
FAA facilities and equipment is signifi-
cant and will work to accelerate the
implementation of the next generation
air transportation system. This enables
the FAA to make needed repairs and
upgrades. This is very important to
small airports across the country, in-
cluding 18 State, municipal, and pri-
vate airports in my State of Vermont
that were all satisfied with the work of
this committee, that balanced the
needs of small, medium and large air-
ports. Quite an accomplishment.

I recently read the Department of
Transportation estimates up to a tri-
pling of passengers, operations and
cargo by 2025. This obviously will re-
quire airports across the country to
make capital improvements, as well as
to make readjustments to compensate
for this growth.

H.R. 2881 takes action to decrease
delays. All of us will welcome that im-
provement in the current system. The
funding levels will allow the FAA to re-
place and repair existing facilities and
equipment to prevent outages and
other equipment failures that are a
cause of delay.

The bill adjusts for inflation the pas-
senger facility charges for the first
time in 7 years. These fees, essentially
user fees, are used at airports all over
the country to make important facility
improvements that would otherwise
not be possible. This has been very
helpful again in small airports like
Burlington in Vermont where the fund-
ing stream has made this a modern air-
port, very convenient for the people,
and a competitive airport for the re-
gion.

The rule makes in order Mr. OBER-
STAR’s amendment, which includes the
Essential Air Service Program, some-
thing that helps small regional air-
ports get service that otherwise they
wouldn’t have. I speak from my own
experience: the Rutland Southern
Vermont Regional Airport has used
this to provide service and help create
economic growth in the Rutland Coun-
ty area.

Perhaps most importantly, the bill
also takes steps towards ensuring our
continued safety by increasing the
number of aviation safety inspectors,
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funding programs to increase runway
safety inspectors, funding programs to
increase runway safety, and requiring
regular inspections of foreign repair
stations.

I was especially encouraged to see
there are provisions within the bill rec-
ognizing the impact that the aviation
industry has on the environment. This
bill establishes landmark new environ-
mental provisions to reduce emissions
and energy consumption.

I urge my colleagues to support the
rule and the underlying bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Madam Speaker, I would like
to thank my good friend, the gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH), for
the time; and I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Who would have thought, back in
1903, at Kitty Hawk, that an experi-
ment could have had such an incredible
series of effects on our daily lives.
Today, air travel helps make the world
a smaller place, allowing for an ease of
travel and commerce that incentivates
extraordinary economic growth and job
creation.

But if U.S. air travel is to continue
its fundamental role in the global
economy, we have to make certain that
we have the safest, most modern and
efficient transportation system in the
world. By reauthorizing the Federal
Aviation Administration funding and
safety oversight programs, the under-
lying bill takes an important step to-
wards addressing those needs.

Too many Americans have faced too
many flight delays recently, Madam
Speaker. According to the FAA, those
delays are, unfortunately, on the rise,
up almost 20 percent from last summer.
Part of that, obviously, is due to in-
creased passenger traffic at airports.
That issue is particularly prevalent at
airports such as the one that I'm hon-
ored to represent. The district that I'm
honored to represent includes within it
Miami International Airport. And so
airports that are experiencing growth,
such as Miami International and Ft.
Lauderdale International, are facing
this issue of how to deal with increased
traffic.

For example, in 2006, almost 33 mil-
lion passengers passed through Miami
International Airport; 45 percent of
those passengers were international
passengers, going to destinations be-
yond south Florida.

But MIA is not only a hub for inter-
national travel; but it also plays an in-
tegral role in trade, in global trade.
The airport leads the Nation in inter-
national cargo, with almost 2 million
tons, a record 2 million tons of cargo
processed in 2006. Also, MIA handled 80
percent of all air imports and almost 80
percent of all air exports between U.S.
and Latin America and the Caribbean.

Because it is both an international
hub for passengers and cargo, it pro-
vides the community that I'm honored
to represent with an economic con-
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tribution of over $25 billion annually,
generating almost 300,000 jobs, $638 mil-
lion in Federal aviation tax revenue,
and $956 million in State, county, and
municipal tax revenue. These are all
attributable to MIA.

If MIA is going to continue to play
such an important role as a trade gate-
way, it obviously must continue to
grow. The airport is currently in the
midst of a $6.22 billion capital improve-
ment program that has seen delays and
large cost increases due to construc-
tion material and labor in south Flor-
ida.

This capital program has expanded
the terminal and concourses by 2.7 mil-
lion square feet and added cargo facili-
ties which now measure 2.7 million
square feet of space in 17 new buildings.

I'd like to thank the authorizing
committee for authorizing $15.8 billion
for the airport improvement program.
These much-needed funds will go a long
way in helping, for example, MIA com-
plete its capital improvement program.

H.R. 2881, the underlying legislation,
would also authorize appropriations of
$561 billion, mainly over the 2008-2011
period for activities of the FAA. The
bill authorizes funding for FAA oper-
ations, facilities and equipment, and
for the FAA to hire additional staff to
inspect various aspects of the aviation
system.
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Currently there is a contract dispute
between the air traffic controllers and
the Federal Aviation Administration.
Air traffic controllers are highly
trained and hardworking people. I am
honored to know those in South Flor-
ida and I am very proud of them for
their extraordinary work. Under great
pressure with no room for error, they
manage our skies and keep the trav-
eling public safe. I am pleased that the
Transportation Committee has ac-
knowledged the dispute and taken
steps to resolve the issue.

Madam Speaker, I have some con-
cerns with the rule that brings the un-
derlying legislation to the floor. The
bill does not include any financing pro-
visions to comply with the majority’s
PAYGO rule. So in order to get around
PAYGO, the Rules Committee self-exe-
cuted a provision to pay for the bill. A
self-executing amendment is a way of
circumventing the democratic process
by automatically making an amend-
ment part of a bill without a vote on
the amendment on the floor. And that
is not, in my view, an appropriate way
to include provisions into bills, espe-
cially tax-increasing provisions.

This rule also only makes in order,
Madam Speaker, less than half, eight
out of 22 amendments, that were sub-
mitted to the Rules Committee. This is
an important bill that is being brought
to the floor today, and in my view, the
Rules Committee should have per-
mitted a full and open debate allowing
discussion by the membership of this
House on all of the amendments sub-
mitted to the committee.
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Madam Speaker, at this time it is my
privilege to yield 3 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Wisconsin
(Mr. PETRI).

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, I thank
my colleague for yielding.

I support this rule to provide for con-
sideration of H.R. 2881, the FAA Reau-
thorization Act of 2007. Aviation pro-
gram authorizations expire at the end
of this month, and it is essential that a
new authorization is in place in the
near future.

Fortunately, aviation has bounced
back from the troubles experienced in
the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks. While
this is good news, it also is placing a
strain on our air transportation sys-
tem. And it is only estimated to get
worse.

For example, 1 billion passengers are
estimated by 2015, a 52 percent increase
over the 2005 levels. It is estimated
that the number of aircraft handled by
air traffic control will increase from 45
million in 2004 to over 58 million by
2015.

Aviation is vital to our economy.
U.S. airlines employed nearly 600,000
people in the United States in 2003. The
industry helps to create and sustain
more than 10 million jobs across our
country and supports 8 percent of our
gross national domestic product.

It’s estimated that we need capital
investments of $9 to $15 billion each
year in order to accommodate this
ever-growing demand. The FAA Reau-
thorization Act increases infrastruc-
ture investment, provides for contin-
ued progress in the modernization of
the air traffic control system, in-
creases safety, and enhances environ-
mental protection.

It is essential that we get a good re-
authorization program in place. While
there are some provisions in this bill
that I believe still need further discus-
sion and negotiation, we need to move
the process forward, and, therefore, I
support adoption of this rule today.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Madam Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I will be asking Members to oppose
the previous question so that I may
amend the rule to allow for the consid-
eration of House Resolution 479, the
earmark accountability rule.

At the beginning of this Congress, we
all heard about the new majority’s so-
called improved earmark rules. As the
Congress has worn on, we have noticed
that while the new majority’s rules
changes perhaps look good on paper,
they haven’t actually accomplished
much since the majority has turned
the other way when it comes to the ac-
tual enforcement of the new earmark
rules. Granted, the majority has had to
acquiesce to several demands of the
minority when it came to appropria-
tion conference reports; yet we have
continued to hear reports of nondis-
closed earmarks appearing in all sorts
of bills, not just appropriations bills.

This rules change would simply allow
the House to openly and honestly de-
bate the validity and accuracy of as-
serted earmarks contained in all bills,
not just appropriations bills. If we de-
feat the previous question, we can ad-
dress that issue today and restore the
credibility of this Congress when it
comes to the enforcement of its own
earmarking rules.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to have the text of the amend-
ment and extraneous material appear
in the RECORD just prior to the vote on
the previous question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Madam Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to adjourn.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Madam Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 137, nays
265, not voting 30, as follows:

[Roll No. 886]

YEAS—137

Aderholt Foxx Murphy, Tim
Akin Franks (AZ) Musgrave
Alexander Frelinghuysen Myrick
Bachmann Garrett (NJ) Neugebauer
Bachus Gerlach Nunes
Baker Gingrey Pearce
Barrett (SC) Gohmert Pence
Biggert Goode Pickering
Bilbray Goodlatte Pitts
Bilirakis Granger Porter
Bishop (UT) Graves Price (GA)
Blackburn Hastings (WA) Pryce (OH)
Blunt Hayes Putnam
Boehner Heller Regula
Bonner Hensarling Rehberg
Bono Herger Reichert
Brady (TX) Hobson Reynolds
Broun (GA) Hoekstra Rogers (AL)
Brown (SC) Hulshof
Brown-Waite, Inglis (SC) Rogers (KY)

Ginny Issa Rohrabaoher
Burton (IN) Johnson, Sam Ros-Lehtinen
Calvert Jordan Roskam
Camp (M) King (IA) Ryan (WI)
Campbell (CA)  Kirk Sali
Cannon Kline (MN) Sens_enbrenner
Cantor Lamborn Sessions
Capito LaTourette Shadegg
Chabot Lewis (KY) Shays
Cole (OK) Linder Shimlkus
Conaway Lucas Spuster
Crenshaw Lungren, Daniel Simpson
Culberson B. Smith (NE)
Davis (KY) Mack Smith (TX)
Davis, David Manzullo Souder
Davis, Tom Marchant Stearns
Deal (GA) McCarthy (CA) Sullivan
Dent McCaul (TX) Tancredo
Diaz-Balart, L. McCrery Terry
Diaz-Balart, M. McHenry Tiahrt
Doolittle McKeon Tiberi
Dreier McMorris Turner
Duncan Rodgers Upton
English (PA) Mica Walberg
Fallin Miller (FL) Wamp
Flake Miller (MI) Westmoreland
Forbes Miller, Gary Wilson (SC)
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Abercrombie
Ackerman
Allen
Altmire
Andrews
Arcuri
Baca

Baird
Baldwin
Barrow
Bartlett (MD)
Becerra
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Blumenauer
Boozman
Boren
Boswell
Boucher
Boustany
Boyd (FL)
Boyda (KS)
Brady (PA)
Braley (IA)
Brown, Corrine
Buchanan
Burgess
Butterfield
Buyer
Capps
Capuano
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carter
Castle
Castor
Chandler
Clarke
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble
Cohen
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Costello
Courtney
Cramer
Crowley
Cuellar
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
Davis, Lincoln
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Donnelly
Doyle
Edwards
Ehlers
Ellison
Ellsworth
Emanuel
Emerson
Engel
Eshoo
Etheridge
Everett
Farr
Ferguson
Filner
Fortenberry
Fossella
Frank (MA)
Gallegly
Giffords
Gilchrest
Gillibrand
Gonzalez
Gordon

Barton (TX)
Bean

Carney
Carson

Cubin
Cummings
Davis, Jo Ann

NAYS—265

Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Hare
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins

Hill
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hodes
Holden

Holt

Honda
Hooley
Hoyer
Hunter
Inslee

Israel
Jackson (IL)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller
Kildee
Kilpatrick
King (NY)
Kingston
Klein (FL)
Knollenberg
Kucinich
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Lampson
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham

Lee

Levin

Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lynch
Mahoney (FL)
Maloney (NY)
Markey
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (NY)
McCollum (MN)
MecCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McIntyre
McNerney
McNulty
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Michaud
Miller (NC)
Miller, George
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
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Olver
Ortiz
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Paul
Payne
Perlmutter
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Platts
Poe
Pomeroy
Rahall
Rangel
Richardson
Rodriguez
Rogers (MI)
Ross
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Saxton
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schmidt
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Serrano
Sestak
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shuler
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Solis
Space
Spratt
Stark
Stupak
Sutton
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Towns
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walden (OR)
Walsh (NY)
Walz (MN)
Wasserman
Schultz
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch (VT)
Weldon (FL)
Weller
Wexler
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson (NM)
Wilson (OH)

Murphy, Patrick Wolf
Nadler Woolsey
Napolitano Wu
Neal (MA) Wynn
Oberstar Yarmuth
Obey Young (FL)
NOT VOTING—30
Drake Jindal
Fattah Johnson (GA)
Feeney Kennedy
Hastert Kind
Jackson-Lee Lantos
(TX) Marshall
Jefferson McHugh
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